CHAPTER IX

Britain and Canada
Old Phases and New

MANY OF us are wishing now that we had learned more
while we were still at school about the British Empire
and how it is made up and how it works.   Our recol-
lection of the old school geography doesn't help us much.
We recall a picture of the solar system in full swing, with
a huge earth sweeping around an insignificant sun, and
after that the names of the counties of Ontario and the
capes of North America.   But indeed the whole vast
$ystem which we call the British Empire presents in its
structure such a mass of oddities and inconsistencies that
not even the lawyers can understand it.   Is it one solid
unit, or just a collection of units, " freely associating "
while they care to, and off somewhere else when they
are ready to ?   There is supposed to be at the centre of
it a body called the Privy Council, or more properly the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, to decide all
cases that arise in regard to the laws and constitutions of
the Empire.   This is a very pleasant thing for the lawyers,
as they have to take long trips at someone else's expense
(lawyers never travel on their own) from various parts
of the Empire to see what the Privy Council thinks of
some contested case.   As a matter of fact, the Privy
Council, made of wise, experienced men, far too wise to
think on their own account, merely whisper to the
visiting lawyers, " What do they think about the matter
over in your country?" and they say, "Well, that's
what we think too...."   As a matter of fact, some parts
of the Empire, namely Eire (don't call it Ireland) and
South Africa, no longer consent to appeal to the Privy
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